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The  Investigation  Committoe  on  the  Conclusion  of  a 

Treaty  Between  Japan  and  Thailand  Concerning  Thai 

Territory  in  Malaya  and 

Chan  Areao. 

Hold  in  Room  3,  Bast,  in  tho  Palace  on  the  18th  August,  1943  (Wod. 

Those  Present: 

• 

Prosident 

HARA 

Chief  of  the  Committee, 

Vice  Prosident 

SUZUKI 

COMMITTEE  MEKBEfI 

Councillor 

ARIMA 

n 

KUBOTA 

M 

SHIMIZU 

N 

MINAMI  (Hiroshi) 

n 

KARA 

■ 

SUGAWARA 

n 

MATSUURA 

H 

USHIO 

n 

HAYASHI 

n 

FUKAI 

n 

FUTAGAMI 

n 

OBATA 

II 

TAKEGOSHI 

II 

MITSUCKI 

11 

IKEDA 

II 

MI KAMI  (Jiro) 

11 

MOTOJI 

N 

HIRAO 

ABSENTEES 

0 

Councillor 

ISHII 

if 

MITSUI 

n 

KANO 

n 

OSHIMA 

n 

IZAWA 

STATE  *  MINISTERS 

Prim«  Minieter  and  War  Ministor 

TO  JO 

Greater  East  Asia  Minister 

AOKI 

Foreign  Minister 

SHIOEMITSU 
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EXPOSITORS 

Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Legislation 

MORIYAMA 

Secretary  of  thrBureau  of  Legislation 

SATO 

"  9  "  MIYAUCHI 

Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Administration,  Foreign  Minlsti 

KAMI MURA 

Director  of  the  Treaty  Bureau,  Foreign  Ministry 

ANDO 

Secretary  Foreign  Ministry 

SONE 

n  "  "  MATSUDAIRA 

"  "  "  SUYAKA 

Director  of  the  Bureau  of  military  Affaire,  War  Ministry 

SATO 

Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs  Section,  Bureau  of  Military 

Affairs  SAKAKIBARA 

Director  of  tho  Navy  Affairs  Bureau 

OKA 

Director  of  General  Affairs  Bureau,  Greater  East  Asia  Min' 

TAKBUCHI 

Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Southern  Affairs,  Greater  East 

Asia  Ministry  MIZUNO 

Secretary  of  the  Groator  East  Asia  Ministry 
"  "  9  HAGIWARA 

"  "  "  YAKADA 

MIYAKE 

Chief  Secretary  of  tho  Privy  Council 

HORIE 

Secretary  of  the  Privy  Council 

"  ■  ■  MOROHASHI 

n  "  "  TAKATSUJI 

(OPENED  AT  9  A.K.) 

SUZUKI,  Chief  of  the  Committee,  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

Premier  TQJO  explained  the  circumstances  that  led  to  the  conclusion  of 
this  treaty  while  Foreign  Minister  SHIOEKITSU  exolained  the  contents  of 
this  draft.  Foreign  Minister  SHIGEMITSU  then  reported  tho  recent  inter¬ 
national  situation  centering  upon  Italy. 

KUBOTA,  a  mo. bar  of  the  committee,  raised  a  question  concerning  the 
exchange  document  referred  to  in  tho  draft,  and  AOKI,  Greater  East  Asia 
Minister,  made  the  reply.  SHIMIZU,  a  membor,  asked  whether  there  was  an; 
dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  Burma  due  to  Japanese  approval  of  the 
annexation  of  the  two  Shan  states  by  Thailand,  and  whether  there  wan  any 
request  on  the  part  of  Thailand  for  tho  ro-acqulsition  of  Penang  Island 
and  the  State  of  Wellesley,  both  of  which  she  had  lost  in  Malaya  but  had 
not  been  included  in  the  present  annexation  plan.  In  reply  to  this  ques¬ 
tion,  Premier  TQJO  related  the  circumstances  when  he  had  made  the  propose 
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in  hie  interviews  with  BA  MAW  at  Singapore  and  Phibun  at  Bangkok  during 
hie  trip  South.  He  stated  that  although  £a  Maw  had  shown  no  sign  of  di. 
satisfaction  regarding  Thailand's  annexation  of  the  two  Shan  States, 
uneasiness  might  he  entertained  by  the  natives,  and  that  therefore  noth 
should  be  left  to  be  desired  in  Japan's  future  policies.  He  further  ex 
plained  that  because  only  a  few  years  had  passed  since  Thailand' s  ceesi 
of  the  territories  which  she  wan  about  to  reacquire,  her  desires  had  be 
very  strong.  Ko  explained  that  it  wan  for  thin  reason  that  Japan  was 
trying  to  recognize  Thailand's  reacquisition  of  these  territories,  and 
that  the  present  measures  taken  toward  the  four  Malay  states  seemed  to  ■ 
a  surprise  to  Thailand,  ?hlbun's  face  was  full-  of  Joy. 

either 

SHIMIZU  further  asked  which  would  be  the^authorized  text  in  case  a 
difference  of  interpretation  should  arise  in/ the  Thai  and  Japaneso  text) 
ANDO,  Director  of  tho  Treaty  Bureau,  repliod  that  though  it  would  be  de¬ 
cided  through  diplomatic  negotiations,  in  reality  it  should  be  decided 
according  to  the  Japanese  text. 

Then  MINAMI,  a  member  of  tho  committee,  inquired  what  moaning  such 
an  action  would  have  by  International  Law.  MORIYAMA,  Director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Legislation,  repliod  that  it  was  the  popular  opinion  according 
to  International  Law  that  occupying  natlono  had  no  territorial  rights 
in  occupied  areas,  and  therefore  such  treaties  for  territorial  coasion 
in  the  occupied  ar^a  should  not  be  concluded.  However,  on  the  other  hai 
a«  an  occupying  nation  was  conducting  the  administration  for  occupied 
areas,  in  other  words,  military  administration,  and  as  thero  was  no  spec 
regulation  stipulating  that  we  should  continue  this  condition  forover, 
it  should  be  perfectly  all  right  to  agree  that  thore  would  be  no  objec¬ 
tions  to  our  abolishing  tho  military  administration  in  the  occupiod  arer 
and  letting  a  third  power  annex  such  territories.  He  explained  that  the 
treaty  betwoon  Japan  and  Thailand  would  be  concluded  in  this  spirit.  A 
reply  was  made  by  Premier  TOJO  to  the  effect  that  tho  Japanese  Army  al¬ 
ready  firmly  believed  that  this  was  Japan's  territory  and  that  the 
measure  for  this  draft  should  be  taken  according  to  this  firm  conviction 

Minani  further  questioned  why  tho  Government  had  not  asked  the 
Enperor  for  consultation  at  this  Council  on  the  Exchango  Document  refer: 
to  in  this  draft.  In  reply  to  this  question,  AOKI,  Greater  East  Asia 
Minister,  said  that  An  it  was  agreed  in  detail  in  Article  V  of  the 
Treaty,  there  was  no  need  to  take  such  a  proceeding.  USHIO,  a  member  ol 
the  committee,  questioned  why  the  date  of  enforcement,  date  of  sealing, 
and  the  date  of  signature  were  separately  stipulated  in  Articles  III, 

IV  and  VI,  respectively,  in  this  treaty.  ANDO,  Director  of  the  Treaty 
Bureau,  Foreign  Ministry,  replied  that  though  the  three  different  dates 
would  be  tho  sane  in  the  end,  they  had  Just  observed  the  conventional 
phraseology  used  in  international  treaties. 
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HAYASHI,  a  member  of  the  connlttao,  asked  whether  the  Government 
intoned  to  consider  euch  measures  provided  In  the  Treaty  ae  not  being 
contrary  to  International  Law.  Premier  TOJO  answered  that  International 
Law  should  bo  obeorvod  so  long  ae  the  onomy  observod  It;  but  that  Inter¬ 
national  Law  should  be  Interpreted  from  the  viewpoint  of  executing  the 
war  according  to  our  own  opinions,  and  that  ho  considered  the  prosent 
neasuro  as  being  oerfoctly  justified  by  International  Law. 


FUKAI,  a  member  of  the  comnitteo,  asked  a  creation  as  to  tho  Eschar 
Document  referred  to  in  this  draft.  AOKI,  Greater  E*st  Asia  .‘.inistor, 
made  tho  reply.  FUTAGAMI,  a  nonbor  of  the  committee,  stated  th^t  tho 
expressions  in  Article  I  and  II  would  be  very  weak  if  the  Government  was 
to  cede  the  occupied  areas  to  Thailand  by  considering  theso  areas  as  pax 


of  Japanese  territory,  and  he  demanded  the  Government's  opinion  on  it. 


Proaier  TOJO  answered  that  the  Govomr.ent  had  used  such  expressions  to 
avoid  needless  friction. 


ttITSUChl,  a  member  of  the  comnittoe,  inouired  about  the  Exchange 


Document  referred  to  in  the  draft  and  Premier  TOJO  made  the  explanation. 

»*0T0JI,  a  member  of  the  committoe,  nueetioned  as  to  tho  relation  botwee 
the  proposition  formerly  made  by  tho  Premier  to  Thailand  and  tho  conclu¬ 
sion  of  this  Treaty.  Premier  TOJO  answered  that  it  was  the  cardinal 
point  in  politics  rot  to  lose  an  opportunity  and  therefore  he  hod  ob¬ 
tained  tho  Emperor' s  sanction  beforehand  for  making  a  proposal  to  Thailr 
He  said  that  a  draft  troaty  had  been  prepared  as  a  promise  betweon  tho  t 
countries  and  that  the  Emperor  was  being  consulted  at  this  Privy  Council 
Ho  replied  that  the  proceedings  taken  in  tho  moantir.o  wore  believod  to 
bo  lawful. 

After  this,  The  Chairman  of  the  Comnitteo,  SUZUKI,  considering 
that  all  intei-oellations  had  been  concluded,  renuosted  tho  withdrawal 
of  tho  Ministers  and  Expositors. 

(Ministers  and  Expositors  withdrew) 

Then,  after  deliberations  among  the  members  of  the  committee,  this 
draft  was  decided  on  as  it  was  and  approvod  unanimously.  The  preparatlo 
of  tho  investigation  rooort  was  loft  to  tho  Chairman. 


Chairman  SUZUKI  doclarod  tho  mooting  adjourned. 


(Adjourned  at  11:36  A.K.). 
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